
P L A S T I C S  A N D  Y O U

Plastics
and You
Plastics are 
all around 

us!

• ENERGY SAVINGS
• FOOD PRESERVATION 
• HYGIENE 
• HIGHLY RECYCLABLE 
• SMART CHOICE
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Who is Chevron 
Phillips Chemical?
Chevron Phillips Chemical is a global 
leader in the production of olefins and 
polyolefins. What’s that?

These are the ingredients that go into 
making the plastics and thousands of 
other products that you use every day.

Plastics are important! 

Plastics are all around us.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly describe the company based on the information on this slide then explain your role at the company.
Include any personal reasons why you think sustainability is important. 
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Which of these plastics 
do YOU use? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask audience (kids) to give examples of things that are made of plastic.
Chevron Phillips Chemical cares about people around the world and our planet.  We are a strong advocate of common sense solutions to protect our environment and how plastics play a very important role in this endeavor.
Plastics significantly benefit modern society in a range of ways including protecting the food we eat, reducing fuel consumption and ensuring hygienic medical care is available when needed for people around the world.  At the same time, we believe plastic waste does not belong in our environment.   In an effort to do the right thing for our society and our environment, we must communicate the benefits from plastics, and detail what we are doing to address the mishandling of post-consumer products. 
Plastics use less material than alternatives and offer dramatic reductions in energy use, material consumption and greenhouse emissions, while allowing us to realize a better society including protecting the food we eat, driving further on a gallon of gas, and helping in the process of restoring health to those in medical facilities round the world.  
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The Power of Plastics 
(video):

From heart valves to helmets, there isn’t a 
person alive that hasn’t benefitted from plastic 
materials and products.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This video shows you how we all benefit from plastic materials and products.

https://youtu.be/L6_Zxj1U-GA
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Why do we use plastics?

Creating plastic can use less energy and cost 
less money than other types of materials like 
wood and glass.

Did you know?
Just 2 pounds of plastic can deliver 
10 gallons of liquid, like milk. You'd 
need 3 pounds of aluminum, 8 pounds 
of steel, or over 40 pounds of glass to 
bring home the same amount.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Engage the students by asking how many drink milk and/or have a dog
Then use the graphics and associated statistics to illustrate how efficient plastics are at packaging and delivering liquids like milk
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Plastics protect our food and 
help prevent food waste. 

Food wrapped in 
plastic lasts 
longer than 
unwrapped food, 
so it also gets 
more of a 
chance to be 
eaten! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plastics play an important role in helping to reduce food waste
Studies show that plastics can help many foods last longer
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What is 
Single-Use Plastic?
Plastics used only once before they are thrown 
away or recycled. These items include plastic 
bags, bandages, straws, coffee stirrers, soda, 
water bottles and most food packaging.

Single-use
plastic products

are used in the medical industry to
prevent the spread

of infection 

When disposed
of properly, 

single-use plastic products
often have a smaller 

environmental footprint
than reusable items

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chevron Phillips Chemical and the plastics industry are strong advocates for the proper disposal and recycling, reuse and repurposing of all plastics. No one wants plastic waste ending up in unintended places in the environment, including our oceans. Ever.
A 2016 study by the firm Truecost concluded that the environmental cost of using plastics in consumer goods and packaging is four times less than if plastics were replaced with alternative materials. As a result, the unintended consequences of single-use plastic bans have the potential to be far more damaging to the environment than alternatives. 
Our vision is for every piece of post-use plastic to be recycled, reused or repurposed.  We’re not there yet, but we are investing in exciting new technologies and solutions to improve options continuously so that the plastics we use today can become the plastics we will rely on – for health, hygiene and efficiency -- in the future. 
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Plastics should not end up 
in our environment!

• How can we help solve this 
problem? We hope that one day 
every piece of single use plastic 
can be recycled, reused or 
repurposed.

• We are involved with exciting 
new technologies and solutions 
to improve ways to reuse and 
recycle plastic. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We do not want plastic to end up in our environment.
Let’s talk about some ways you can help
Ask the kids to give examples of products they recycle at home
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Recycling
• We care, and many companies 

are doing things to help. 

• Recycling is working! 

Since 1990 the plastics industry through 
individual companies and organizations, 

has invested more than $2 billion to 
support increased recycling and 
educate communities in the U.S.

Americans have recycled more pounds 
of plastics every year since tracking 
began in 1990. In 2015, we recycled 
6 billion pounds of plastics, including 

nearly 3 billion pounds of bottles, more 
than 1.4 billion pounds of other rigid 
plastics, and more than 1.3 billion 

pounds of flexible wraps and bags also 
known as “film.” 

Today, more than 94% of Americans 
can recycle plastic bottles locally, and 

more than 70% of us can recycle 
flexible wraps and bags at 18,000 

grocery stores across the U.S. 

$2+
BILLION

6
BILLION LBS

94%
CAN RECYCLE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In places that have the infrastructure in place to recycle, it works – review statistics on slide
We are also working on ways to make recycling even more accessible
Chevron Phillips Chemical is a member of the Flexible Film Recycling Group that promotes the recovery and recycling of polyethylene films. The FFRG goal is to double flexible film recycling by 2020 by (i) engaging and educating communities on how and where to recycle film while (ii) supporting the developments and enhancement of recycling infrastructure appealed to us.
This dual strategy hopes to improve the availability of PE film recycling opportunities and improve the use of these recycling opportunities while providing opportunities for economic growth within the communities these programs are implemented. 
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Recycling Tips

Place most bottles curbside
Include any plastic beverage bottles, food jars (e.g., peanut butter and mayonnaise), 
and bottles from shampoo, toiletries, laundry detergent and other household cleaners. 
Rinse them out and include the caps!

Take bags and wraps back to the store
Include your grocery and retail bags, newspaper bags, dry cleaning bags, wraps from 
bread, bathroom tissue, paper towels, beverage cases, diapers and baby wipes.

Find out what else can be recycled curbside
Check to see if other plastic containers are recycled curbside in your area: More and 
more communities are recycling plastic containers in addition to bottles. Check your 
community’s website to see if they collect yogurt cups, butter tubs, deli containers, lids 
and other plastics. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We all want to do our part to help increase recycling – here are some tips to take home with you
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Ocean Debris

.

Across the globe, 355 
plastics industry 
partnerships and 

projects are underway, 
planned, or completed in 

communities.

• No one wants plastics ending 
up in the environment, 
including our oceans. Ever.

• We care about the 
environment and we are 
joining a special group to 
help. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are providing leadership in both North America and globally to develop, enable and encourage municipalities and governments around the world to implement solutions to handle the challenge of ocean debris
One way we are doing that is by joining a special group to help end plastic waste – which I’ll talk more about in a minute
We also promote proper plastic pellet containment along the plastic value chain through the global Operation Clean Sweep® initiative whose goal it is for zero pellet losses from plants, transportation equipment and customer storage infrastructure into the environment.
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Ocean Debris

• It’s important to recycle and 
reuse plastics as much as we 
possibly can.

• If we have to throw away 
plastics, we need to do it the 
right way. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proper disposal of plastic products is a very important part of helping to reduce ocean debris
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Alliance to End Plastic Waste

Chevron Phillips Chemical is one of the 
founding members of a new group of top 
global companies, the Alliance to End Plastic 
Waste. 

Members of this group include companies 
who make chemicals that go into plastic or 
make the plastic themselves, waste 
management companies, and government 
and community leaders. 

*More than $1 billion has been pledged, with a goal of 
investing $1.5 billion over five years to eliminate unchecked 
plastic waste in the environment and especially the oceans.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are proud to be a founding member of this group
Visit endplasticwaste.org to learn more
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What can YOU do?

Be Recycle Ready: 
Know the recycling resources in your area.
• Where to find recycling centers
• Tips on what and how things can be recycled
• Help to get started

• TELL others about the value of plastic and encourage 
them to learn more!

• HELP others understand the importance of recycling. 
• SHARE the good news of the how companies are 

helping to reduce plastic in our oceans. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some ways you can help 

http://www.wm.com/us/facility-locator/recycling
https://www.personalcreations.com/blog/how-to-recycle-anything
http://www.wm.com/recycling-services/home.jsp
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Life of a Plastic Bottle (video)

https://youtu.be/erGnf7ws20E
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Rethink Plastic Packaging 
(video)

Plastic packaging is a key component in 
reducing food waste.

https://youtu.be/iThmpWyIClE
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Recycling 101 (video)

The life of a plastic carton, bottle or package doesn’t 
end when it’s tossed into a recycling bin. It begins again.

https://youtu.be/T5RdFQImWBQ
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Sid the Science Kid Importance 
of recycling (video)

https://pbskids.org/video/sid-science-kid/1884201189
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