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Leaks in Driscopipe® 8000 Pipes Attributed
to Plastic Contamination
In April 2006 Performance Pipe issued a letter to their Driscopipe® 8000 customers advising them that
we had received a small number of complaints of leaks in Driscopipe® 8000 that we determined to be
attributable to contamination of plastic (primarily nylon) in the polyethylene pipe wall. A copy of the
letter follows.
Since the letter was issued, we have received a small number of additional reports of detected leaks that
have been attributed to slow crack growth initiating at the site of the contamination in the polyethylene
pipe wall. There have been no reports of incidents or major leaks. Further, there have been no reports
of leaks attributed to contamination in tubing sizes (_less than 1-1/4”).
Identifying Driscopipe® 8000 Pipes
Driscopipe® 8000 pipes were produced from late 1979 through 1997 by Phillips Products Company, a
subsidiary of Phillips Chemical Company which was later called Phillips Driscopipe, Inc. In some areas of
the country, sales continued for a few years after production stopped. The pipes were produced from
Marlex® M-8000 compounded black resin produced by Phillips Chemical Company. In some cases
utilities referred to the pipes as ‘M8000 pipe’ or ‘8000 pipe’.
Driscopipe® 8000 pipes were solid black PE3408 pipes with burnished gloss surface with a yellow print
line. The pipe was available in sizes from ¼” through 8” diameter. Figure 1 is an example of the exterior
appearance of a leak formed due to contamination.

Exterior crack formed
by slow crack growth
that initiated at
plastic contamination
in the wall of the PE
pipe.

Figure 1
Example of a leak that formed due to contamination of the polyethylene pipe
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What to do if Contamination is suspected?
If a leak has been found, determining if the leak was caused by plastic contamination is done visually by
a microscopic inspection of the fracture surface. The plastic contaminant will appear as a film in the
interior of the pipe wall thickness. Leaks can be detected through leak surveys.
Can Contamination occur in current pipe production?
Unlike Driscopipe® 8000 production, Performance Pipe current gas pipe production practices include
procedures to ensure that contaminants are not introduced into the pipe extrusion stream. In addition
to procedures, Performance Pipe has also implemented fine mesh melt filters on each extrusion line to
screen out any items that are not fully molten. Performance Pipe has also implemented state of the art
flaw detection to further assure that contaminants are not inadvertently introduced to the pipe
extrusion stream.
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